Overview and Demographics
13. How many of your own teachers were Southeast Asian Americans?
14. How often did you face difficulties understanding instruction, participating in class, or completing assignments due to your level of English language proficiency at these grade levels?
In Bilingual Education Programs, students with limited English proficiency are taught to read and write in their native language first, and are also taught one or more other content areas in their native language. The amount of native language instruction is decreased as the amount of English instruction is increased as students progress in learning English.
Bilingual Education also includes dual language (or Two-Way Immersion) programs where students learn to read and write in English and their native language at the same time. These classroom may also have English-only students who are learning the native language of the other students.
Were you ever in a bilingual education program?
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Bilingual Education also includes dual language (or Two-Way Immersion) programs where students learn to read and write in English and their native language at the same time. These classroom may also have English-only students who are learning the native language of the other students. Schools are also required to help such students learn the same academic content as English fluent students. These programs have different names, such as Specially Designed Academic Instruction in English (SDAIE), Sheltered English Immersion (SEI), Sheltered Instruction (SI). Below these will all be referred to as "Sheltered Instruction (SI)". Some schools only offer these classes before or after school, including some for foreign language credits.
Have you ever received instruction in your native language at school through a foreign (world) language course or program?
Most secondary schools, and some elementary schools have foreign (or world) language classes. Some schools have language classes designed for native speakers. Such courses for Southeast Asian American students are usually called Hmong for Hmong Speakers, Lao for Lao Speakers, Khmer for Khmer Speakers, and Vietnamese for Vietnamese Speakers. These classes may also be called Heritage Language programs.
Some schools only offer these classes before or after school, and students may or may not earn foreign language credit for taking them. 
If you have visited your (or your parents') country of origin, how difficult was it to communicate with others in the native language?
Heritage language programs include all programs which give students the opportunity to develop or maintain their native or heritage language. This includes in-school K-12 programs such as bilingual education and foreign (world) language classes for native speakers, college and university courses, and community-based programs after school or on the weekends. Higher Education refers to education after high school, including colleges, universities, and technical schools. Thank you for participating in this survey! At the completion of this study, results will be published in the Journal of Southeast Asian American Education and Advancement (www.jsaaea.org).
To give credit to your student organization for participation, please indicate your school in the box below (optional). This info will be kept confidential and results for individual campuses will not be reported.
If you have additional thoughts about your experiences with K-12 education, language programs, higher education, or community issues, please share them in the boxes below. 
